
2021 SPN Member Updates: Info Sheet 
 

 

 

Across the Network, think tanks and supporters want to know: What are other think tanks 

working on? How are they making a difference? What resources and ideas are out there that 

might help my think tank be more successful? 

 

SPN’s Member Updates give think tanks a consistent opportunity to share their ideas and 

initiatives, success stories, and partnership opportunities so that the Network can learn from 

and support each other. With these updates, SPN can more easily and effectively share the 

news that you want the rest of the Network to know and celebrate your organization’s 

successes. 

 

In 2021, SPN will collect member updates on a quarterly basis. Each update will be published in 

SPN News and have a suggested prompt or theme (see below). These themes are designed to 

give you more clarity on the kind of information that is of interest to donors, as well as Network 

think tanks. Please note donors are especially interested in seeing the impact your organization 

is having.  

 

2021 Deadlines and Prompts 

Publication and circulation of all member updates are subject to SPN approval. 

Prompt: Deadline to Submit 

Update: 

SPN News: 

What does your organization have planned for the 

legislative session? What is the top issue your 

organization is working on and why? 

Friday, January 22, 2021 Spring 2021 

(mailing in March) 

What progress has your organization seen so far on a 

key issue or initiative you’re working on? How are you 

engaging with audiences and communities in your state 

around that issue or initiative? 

Friday, April 9, 2021 Summer 2021 

(mailing in May) 

What has been your biggest win this legislative session? 

This could be a success story about advancing good 

policy, stopping bad policy, making progress on a 

significant opportunity, or challenge for your state. 

Friday, June 25, 2021 Fall 2021 

(mailing in 

September) 

What has been your biggest success this year? This can 

be a policy-related success, an organizational success, 

or a Network partnership success. 

Friday, October 1, 2021 Winter 2021 

(mailing in 

December) 

 

 



Length: How long should an update be? 

Two paragraphs, totaling 200-250 words. (If pressed for time, 150 words will suffice). 

 

 

Frequency: How often should I submit updates? 

Member updates are collected and published on a quarterly basis. Please see the chart above 

for 2021 deadlines. All updates will be published in SPN News, our print magazine for SPN 

members and 4,000+ Network donors. 

 

Members will receive two reminder emails in the week prior to the submission deadline. 

 

How to submit: 

All update guidelines, upcoming deadlines, and the submission form are available here. 

 

 

What if I have something to share that isn’t long enough for an update or is time sensitive 

between updates? 

If you have updates that don’t fit an article format or are especially time sensitive, and you 

would like to see included in our emails, weekly news round-ups, or social media posts, please 

send them to updates@spn.org. 

 

 

Questions? 

Please contact Camille Walsh, SPN’s Communications Manager, at walsh@spn.org. 

 

 


