






H I G H L I G H T S
   

FROM SPN’S 32ND 
ANNUAL MEETING

By the Numbers

1,502 total attendees

525 Organizations

50 States represented, plus Washington, DC, Guatemala, and Canada

87 sponsors



 At the urging of President Ronald Reagan, 
South Carolina entrepreneur and businessman 
Tom Roe brought together a national coalition of 
think tanks so free-market principles could spread 
around the country for national impact. More 
than three decades later, State Policy Network 
has grown into a formidable force with over 100 
national partners and 64 independent state-
based affiliates advocating for personal freedom, 
economic opportunity, and free enterprise. To 
celebrate the incredible Network both Tom, and 

his devoted wife Shirley, established, supporters gathered from 
across the country in Asheville, North Carolina, for the inaugural 
Roe Retreat to engage in strategic conversations about the 
critical issues shaping our nation’s future. Attendees connected 
with Network leaders, policy experts, and fellow philanthropists 
to deepen their understanding of effective state-based solutions 
and leave inspired to take bold action.

S P O T L I G H T

The Future of Philanthropy 

One of the key discussions held during the retreat focused 
on the future of philanthropy. Lawson Bader, SPN board 
chairman and CEO of DonorsTrust, Carrie Tynan, SPN board 
member and CEO of the Adolph Coors Foundation, and Garrett 
Garcia, president of the Garcia Family Foundation and CFO of 
Pinehill Capital Partners, led an insightful discussion in which 
they explored the evolving landscape of charitable giving, 
emphasizing the importance of strategic investments in state 
and local initiatives to drive lasting change.

As a third-generation American and philanthropist, Garrett 
Garcia shared that values and strategic planning are essential 
to ensuring donor intent and shared values are honored and 
protected, especially with family foundations like Garrett’s. The 
key is to ensure that future generations align with the mission 
of the organization and are committed to carrying forward the 
philanthropic vision. “My family and I are direct beneficiaries of 
the American Dream and want to preserve that for others. We 
like to think about our family foundation as a way to perpetuate 
values and pass them on to the next generation.”

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF THOMAS R. ROE: 

T H E  I N A U G U R A L  R O E  R E T R E A T

“�At the Roe Retreat, I was inspired 
when I heard about Durable 
Freedom Infrastructure. While I 

have concerns about what 
happens at the federal 
level of government, at 
the state level, that’s 
something within our 

control. We can have a 
defensible position to push 

back, execute legislation, and 
drive initiatives that support our 
civil liberties. I’ve been growing 
my support of SPN and what 
it’s doing to help build Durable 
Freedom Infrastructure in the 
states, especially for those of 
us in blue states like California. 
We’re not a lost cause. We can 
come back.”

 – 	 Dale Okuno, SPN Supporter 
and Board Member of the 
California Policy Center
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S P O T L I G H T

Building Durable Freedom Infrastructure 
in the States 

Network CEOs Joe Lehman (Mackinac Center for Public 
Policy, Michigan), Matt Brouillette (Commonwealth Partners, 
Pennsylvania), and John Hood (SPN Board Member and co-
founder of the John Locke Foundation, North Carolina) shared 

the history of Durable Freedom Infrastructure, and how their 
organizations, together with committed donors, delivered 
critical solutions that improved and expanded education 
freedom, energy independence, and economic opportunity. 
Despite the range of each state’s political environment, every 
organization leveraged different components of Durable Freedom 
Infrastructure to drive real results. Each Network leader also 
noted the support that SPN, in partnership with generous 
donors, gave to their organizations through targeted investments, 
strategic guidance, and coalition building. 

2 0 2 4  A N N U A L  R E P O R T
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The Network
in the News

Even with an eventful year for national political 

news, 2024 provided many opportunities to 

drive home our message of the importance 

of federalism in solving some of the nation’s 

greatest challenges. This became especially 

evident in times of crisis, like the devastation 

of Hurricane Helene and the subsequent policy 

response. Our Network has been at the forefront 

of these critical discussions, underscoring how 

state and local decision-making leads to more 

responsive, effective governance—ensuring 

that policies are tailored to the unique needs of 

communities rather than dictated by a one-size-

fits-all federal approach.

115k+
Media mentions of SPN and state 
think tanks in the Network 

90  
Network citations in the 
Wall Street Journal

50  
Op-eds placed through SPN’s 
media program
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Rebecca Painter 
Senior Vice President 
 

Lawson Bader (Chairman), DonorsTrust and Donors Capital Fund

George Coates, Commonwealth Foundation

John Hood (Vice Chairman), John William Pope Foundation

Nicole Hoplin, Hoplin-Jackson Charitable Advisors

Adam Meyerson, Stand Together

Tracie J. Sharp (President), State Policy Network

Stanford D. Swim (Treasurer), Bill of Rights Institute

Carrie Tynan (Secretary), Adolph Coors Foundation

Bridgett G. Wagner, The Heritage Foundation

Tracie Sharp
President and CEO

Tony Woodlief  
Senior Executive Vice 
President and Senior 
Fellow, Center for Practical 
Federalism 

Todd Davidson
Vice President 
of Programs

Brooke Medina
Vice President 
of Communications 

SPN
Leadership

B O A R D

L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M
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Emily McCalister
Executive Vice 
President



A S S E T S

Cash and Equivalents: $4,824,444

Investments: $15,131,917

Accounts Receivable: $2,872,829

Prepaid Expenses: $405,281

Fixed Assets, Net: $1,342,380

Total Assets: $24,576,851

L I A B I L I T I E S

Liabilities: $1,781,419

Net Assets: $22,795,432

Total Liabilities and Net Assets: $24,576,851

SPN
Financials

  State Policy Network is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization funded
by the generosity of our dedicated supporters. We do not receive any
government funds for our activities and services. SPN is funded by
individuals, foundations, corporate entities, membership fees, and events.

SPN 2024 Assets
and Liabilities

SPN
2024
Expenses

12%
Federalism

$2.8 million

13% 
Communications 

and Outreach
$3 million

10%
Development 

$2.3 million

T O TA L  $ 2 2 . 5  M I L L I O N

SPN
2024
Revenue

T O TA L  $ 2 5 . 2  M I L L I O N

78%
Foundation
$19.6 million

1%
Corporate
$283,700

16%
Individual

$3.9 million

5%
Other (Event Registration, 
Membership, Interest and 

Other Income)
$1.4 million

33% 
Multistate Policy
Solutions
$7.3 million

7%
Operations
$1.5 million

25%
Durable Freedom 

Infrastructure
$5.7 million
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By Mail
Checks should be made out to State Policy Network 
and sent to: 
Attn: Tracie Sharp 
State Policy Network 
1500 Wilson Blvd, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22209

Online 
Visit spn.org/donate to make a contribution via credit card on our secure 
donation page. If you would like to arrange a recurring donation by mail, 
please contact Zack Urevig zurevig@spn.org.

Ways
to Give

Wire Transfer or Appreciated Stock 
If you wish to donate via Wire Transfer or Appreciated Stock, please 
contact Zack Urevig zurevig@spn.org to let us know that you would like to 
make a gift.

Leave a Legacy
If you are interested in more information on how you can include State Policy 
Network in your will—or would like to explore other legacy giving options and 
become charter member of the Thomas Roe Legacy Society—please visit 
spn.org/legacy or contact Christina Pajak at 612-239-2801 or legacy@spn.org.

  Thanks to the generosity of the Roe Family, we have a special matching gift 
opportunity. If you share with State Policy Network that you plan to make a legacy gift 
to SPN, the Roe Foundation will contribute an additional $5,000 to SPN (up to $250,000).
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Social: 

  Facebook.com/StatePolicy
           
            @StatePolicy

  linkedin.com/company/state-policy-network

Phone:
703-243-1655

Email: 
info@spn.org 
spn.org/subscribe

Address:
State Policy Network
1500 Wilson Blvd, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22209

Web:
spn.org

Stay Connected

mailto:info@spn.org

