SPN Bob Williams Awards for Outstanding Policy Achievement
2026 Nomination Scoring Guide

This scoring guide serves as a tool for our finalist selection committee, with recommendations on what to pay attention to when rating nominations. This document is also publicly available to assist interested parties in completing their nominations. Please direct any questions about this scoring guide or the finalist selection process to Taylor Anderson (tanderson@spn.org).

Universal Notes:
· Did the project demonstrate “outsized impact” or “return on investment” relative to the project cost and/or size of the organization?
· Does the project align with SPN’s strategic objectives in SPN28, including incubating and amplifying the durable freedom infrastructure, driving the national conversation on federalism and/or securing sound policy for generations to come?
· Was the project innovative?
· Was the project replicable for other Network affiliates and partners?
Securing Durable Freedom Award
· How did the nominated organization utilize Durable Freedom Infrastructure (DFI) capacities to secure this victory?
· Which capacities were utilized, and how many? Were these capacities in-house to the nominated organization, or were they an external partner?
· What was the outcome of utilizing DFI capacities in this way? Was it a new policy being passed, a favorable litigation outcome,  
Guardian of Liberty Award
· Was the nominated organization’s role crucial in a defensive policy win and/or implementation battle that led to the defense of freedom?
· At what point did the nominated organization become involved in the defensive victory? 
· Is the nominated organization located in a state with an unfavorable political makeup, making defensive victories more crucial?
· What would have been the impact if the nominated organization had been unsuccessful in its defense? 
Biggest Win for Freedom Award
· Was the victory significant for advancing future reforms, defending against government overreach, or otherwise instrumental in driving forward SPN and the Network’s visions?
· Was the nominated organization’s role crucial in driving the win and/or it’s eventual success?
· Did the organization demonstrate strong internal alignment and utilize multiple capacities to achieve this win?
